What is important
is not that, which divides us,
but that, which unites us...

Qur Present/t

J

100
OF THE POLISH

POLONIA WINDSOR COMMUNITY IN WINDSOR
1908 - 2008 |

BIALY ORZEt. W WINDSOR:
THE POLISH EAGLE IN WINDSOR

~

Polish Week in Windsor
2008

SUMMARY



Graphic design: Paul W. Drozdowski

Celebration of the
100th Anniversary of the
Polish Community
in Windsor, 1908-2008

il

POLONIA WINDSOR
1908 - 2008

~

SUMMARY



CELEBRATION OF THE 100™ ANNIVERSARY
OF THE POLISH COMMUNITY IN WINDSOR, 1908-2008

For the close to one-million-strong Polish diaspora of Canada, the current year is most
exceptional, not only in terms of accomplishments, but also because of events of great
importance. The successes of this year include the waiving of visas for our compatriots,
coming to Canada; the signing of agreements, social and the exchange of young people;
as well as the April visit by Prime Minister Harper to Poland. As well, on June 10, Cana-
dian parliamentarians invited representatives of Polonia to the Parliament in Ottawa, so
that together they could celebrate the 150" anniversary of the first organized settiement by
Kashubes in the Land of the Maple Leaf, the 75" anniversary of corporate registration of
the Canadian Polish Congress, and the 100" anniversary of the earliest settlement of our
compatriots in Windsor.

The Polish Weeks in Windsor are now permanently entered into the calendar of signifi-
cant events of Polonia in Canada. The Polish community in Windsor celebrated its first
century during November 8-15 with Polish Week in Windsor 2008, already the fourth such
celebration, which without a doubt was one of the biggest events of the Windsor Polonia in
its postwar history. It comprised as many as twenty wide-ranging events, presenting Pol-
ish achievements, including Polish culture, history and tradition, as well as its growing
number of contacts in business and education between the ancient and new homelands.
About 200 performers were involved in the artistic programmes and the events brought
together in the order of 2,000 participants, including guests from a large number of Cana-
dian cities, as well as from Poland. They were accompanied by interviews on radio and
television, which involved not only the local media, but also the Polish stations from To-
ronto, Polish Studio TV, for many years a promoter of the Windsor Polonia’s achieve-
ments, and the television station OMNI, with its programme “Z Ukosa” (“Askance”).

Saturday, November 8
A morning press conference took place in Windsor's Community Museum, where an exhi-

bition of the development of Polish settlement in Windsor was on display from May to De-
cember 2008, organized by Hugh Barrett from the Museum, in collaboration with the Polish
Week Heritage Committee. Immediately afterwards, there was the launch of the book, 700
lat Polonii w Windsor 1908-2008 (One Century of the Polish Community in Windsor 1908-
2008), by Agata Rajski, of the Jagiellonian University of Krakéw, and translated from the
Polish by Dr. Frank Simpson, of the University of Windsor. This beautiful work, with its
unique documents and photographs, is the first, comprehensive account of the develop-
ment of the Windsor Polonia during the past century. It was published by Walkerville Pub-
lishing, printed in Poland by the Brzesko Printing House, and funded by the Ontario Tril-
lium Foundation, a government programme of the Province of Ontario. It is worth noting
that the Polish community also benefited from a grant from the Federal Department of Ca-
nadian Heritage.

The anniversary celebrations opened with a banquet in the tightly packed hall of Dom
Polski. This historic building, serving the Polish community continually from 1930, was
with great care renovated several years ago. Participants were greeted by the President,
Blazej Wyderkowski, who introduced the hostess of the gathering, Katarzyna Dziedzic, a
former Miss International Canada. The Federal Representative Jeff Watson offered con-
gratulations from the Government of Canada. The new Consul General of the Republic of
Poland in Toronto, Marek Ciesielczuk, congratulated Polonia for its achievements, at the
same time emphasizing the importance of continuing to raise the younger generation in
Polish traditions, as evidenced by the results of such work in Windsor. Performances by
the Theatrical-Vocal Group “Plomien” and the Song and Dance Ensemble “Tatry” put eve-
ryone present in a patriotic mood. Close to the end of this unforgettable evening, there
was the presentation of the Centennial Gold Medal of Polonia Windsor to about 30 indi-
viduals, who had served the Polish community of Windsor in an outstanding way. There
was much emotion and feelings of being deeply touched and commemorative photographs
were taken. The magnificently decorated hall, the beautiful arrangements of the tables,
the traditional, tasty Polish food and the attentive service were signs of a great effort on the
part of the organizers to make the celebration both distinctive and unforgettable.
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Czy trud wart zachodu? - Refleksje zamiast podziekowania.

Polski Tydzien w Windsor (8-15 listopada 2008 r.) poswiecony
uczczeniu 100-letniej rocznicy Polonii w Windsor zakornczony.

Stawiamy sobie pytanie, czy trud byt wart zachodu, czy ten wielki
wktad pracy ludzkiej, poswiecenie umystow i serc, przyniost pozgdane owoce?

Przyjrzyjmy sie temu zagadnieniu jako catosci.

Od dwéch lat pod patronatem Konsulatu Generalnego R.P. i Kongresu Polonii
Kanadyjskiej dziatat w Windsor Komitet Organizacyjny pod przewodnictwem
pana Jerzego Baryckiego. W sktad Komitetu wchodzili przedstawiciele
poszczegodlnych organizacji koscielnych i $wieckich, grupa miodziezowa,
woluntariusze oraz osoby odpowiedzialne za mass media. W sumie odbyto sie
13 zebran ogodlnych, nie liczac wielu spotkan poszczegoinych sekciji.
Wyczuwato sie duzg dyscypline organizacyjng i gotowos¢ pomocy. Wciggnigto
do wspétpracy Polske i Kanade, Windsor i Lublin.

W pracach przygotowawczych uczestniczyly trzy pokolenia Polonii, odtwarzajgc
wspolny skarb historii Polonii Windsorskiej (od pierwszych osadnikéw poprzez
lata | i Il wojny Swiatowej, tacznie z wedréwkg ,na nieludzkiej ziemi®, az po
czasy po-solidarnosciowe i czas obecny.

Widocznym znakiem tej akcji jest jeszcze trwajgca do grudnia b.r.
wystawa ,100 Years of the Polish Community in Windsor”, zorganizowana
przez Windsor's Community Museum i w dalszym ciggu kontynuowana przez
Windsor Public Library jako : ,Windsor Mosaic” na stronie internetowej”.

W okresie przygotowawczym wydano tez ksigzke Agaty Rajskiej: ,100
lat Polonii w Windsor 1908-2008” z pieknym tlumaczeniem angielskim prof.
Franka Simpsona -,0ne Century of the Polish Community in Windsor”. Byto to
dobre przygotowanie gruntu do majgcych sie odby¢ przez caly tydzien
uroczystosci jubileuszowych. Msza $w. dziekczynna w kosciele sw. Trojcy,
bankiet jubileuszowy w Domu Polskim, hotd ztozony na cmentarzu naszym
bohaterom - weteranom, to tylko wydarzenia pierwszego dnia jubileuszu. W
ciagu catego tygodnia spotkan byto wiele, dotyczacych poszczegodlnych grup i
organizacji - dawnych i obecnych, mieszkancéow Windsor i Lublina,
przedstawicieli nauki, przemystu, handlu, poszczegolnych rodzin polonijnych.
Szczegoly sg opisane juz na innym miejscu.

A nam pozostaje pytane - czego nauczyly nas te uroczystosci? W
jednosci sita. Wspdlnym zgodnym wysitkiem mozna osiggng¢ wiele. Nie jest
istotne to, co nas dzieli, ale to, co nas taczy. Istnieje wielki tadunek dobra w
sercach ludzkich. Powinno nam chodzi¢ o to, by je wyzwoli¢, uaktywni¢ do
zgodnej wspotpracy ku chwale przesztosci i dla dobra przysziych pokolen. | tak
sie wiasnie stato. Umiejetnie wykorzystano potencjat dobra tkwigcy w
poszczegdlnych ludziach i organizacjach. | to wiasnie jest tytulem naszej
wdzigcznosci w stosunku do Pana Boga i Organizatoréw tych pieknych
uroczystosci. Dziekujemy!

A jaka to rados¢ dla naszego Ukochanego Rodaka Jana Pawia Il. Tak
pragnatl, bysmy byli dumni z naszego wspdélnego dziedzictwa, ktdre nosi imie
POLSKA.

S. Malgorzata Goérska Ursz. S.J.K.
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Sunday, November 9

The morning began with the sale of books and artistic items, brought from Toronto by
Marek Kornas, in the Parish Hall of the Holy Trinity Church. The great interest in the sale
of books convinced us that neither a DVD nor a computer can take the place of a good
book. Ms. Agata Rajski had another opportunity to give her autograph to the people pur-
chasing her book. The Parish Priest, Prelate Roman Waszkiewicz conducted a celebra-
tory Holy Mass, with a colours party and co-celebrants were Prelate Piotr Sanczenko and
Vicar Stawomir Szwagrzyk. Veterans, social activists and young people from the group
“Tatry” filled the front rows. The recently expanded, 90-year-old church was filled to ca-
pacity. This patriotic anniversary mass had a very celebratory character. After the mass,
the veterans, the colours party and representatives of the Polonia organizations went to
the Heavenly Rest Cemetery to honour all those, who had fought for a free, safe and bet-
ter world. The inscription on the plaque, mounted on the granite monument, proclaims
that they fought “For Your and Our Freedom”.

Next the Dom Polski Hall was the scene of a solemn gathering, which marked Novem-
ber 11 and the 90" anniversary of Poland regaining independence and resuming its place
on the maps of Europe. The programme was prepared by the Polish School and the
group “Plomien”; the St. Cecilia Choir also took part in it. The Consul General delivered a
speech for the occasion and Mariola Nari made a presentation. Verses were spoken,
patriotic songs were sung, and at the close, the group “Tatry” appeared, in its colourful,
traditional costumes. The entire room was nearly filled and for the most part with young
people. The programme was skillfully led by Mariola Nari, a teacher at the Polish School.

Monday, November 10

An exhibition, illustrating facts about our 100-year presence in this city, was on display in
the City Hall during the entire week. Jerzy Barycki, Chair of the Organizing Committee for
Polish Week and the anniversary celebrations, made a presentation in the City Council
Chamber. The next one to speak was Andrzej Krezel, Consul for Polonia Affairs. The
speakers emphasized their great appreciation for the help, received in this city by those
Polish immigrants, who came before us, and underscored also the contribution to the de-
velopment of the city and of Canada, made by the Polish community. On a screen, by
DVD, greetings and congratulations for the citizens of Windsor were offered by Adam
Wasilewski, the Mayor of Lublin. Next, each of the 11 councillors received as a gift the
book, One Century of the Polish Community in Windsor 1908-2008, as well as the pro-
gramme for Polish Week, from young people of the group “Tatry”, beautifully dressed in
their folk costumes. We heard many supportive statements from Eddie Francis, the
Mayor of Windsor, for the major contribution of our community to life in Windsor. The
Mayor gave special recognition to the Polish community for the development of active
contacts between the twin cities of Windsor and Lublin.

Tuesday, November 11

November 11 is the special anniversary day of the liberation of Poland and also Remem-
brance Day in Canada. On this day, at the Forest Glade Cinema, there was the first
screening in Windsor of the film, “Katyn”, directed by Andrzej Wajda. This tragic film
about the brutal slaughter of prisoners of war in the Katyn Forest by Stalinist murderers
aroused great interest within Polonia. The truth about those tragic times must be widely
known and remembered, especially by the younger generation. The film made a strong
impression on everyone present and the audience left the theatre in silence.

Wednesday, November 12

Wednesday was Polish Day at the University of Windsor. On that day, the Polish flag
fluttered proudly, informing every student that Poland has a presence in Windsor. The
Polish people have many reasons to show gratitude to Canada. On this day, the exhibi-
tion, “The History of the Wawel Treasures, 1939-1961”, was officially opened in the Leddy
Library. It was created by the Wawel Museum, on the initiative of the Canadian Polish
Congress, in collaboration with Wspdlnota Polska (Polish Community) and the Polish Em-
bassy in Ottawa, and funded by the Senate of the Republic of Poland. It is a beautiful
illustration of the odyssey of our most precious treasures of the Wawel Museum, ............
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which were kept safely in Canada during and after the Second World War. We are ex-
traordinarily grateful to Canada for saving our national mementos. The exhibition also
provided the opportunity of showing the citizens of Windsor and Canada photographs of
historical exhibits, connected to the 1,000-year history of the Polish people. Perhaps it is
appropriate to note that “The History of the Wawel Treasures” will be available to all Polo-
nia organizations through the Polish Embassy in Ottawa.

After the official opening of the exhibition and speeches, fitting the occasion, Consul
Andrzej Krezel presented a cheque for CDN$1,000.00 to the University, thus establishing
a scholarship, funded by the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Toronto. It
will be awarded each year by the authorities of the University of Windsor to the best stu-
dent, working on matters of Poland and Polish people, also living outside the borders of
the country. The scholarship was named “the Centennial Scholarship pf the Polish Com-
munity in Windsor”. Another gift from the Polonia Centre Windsor, Inc., in the amount of
CDN$3,000.00, was presented by Stefan Polewski to the University Library for the pur-
chase of Polish books in the English language.

Shortly afterwards, there was a programme of lectures, dealing with the different roads
of Polish emigration. The programme was sponsored by the Department of History of the
University of Windsor, the Humanities Research Group and Windsor International IDRET.
The first presentation was by Agata Rajski and dealt with the most important events in the
100-year history of the Polish community in Windsor, richly illustrated in photographs and
archival documents. The Ursuline Sister Kinga Lewicka presented an outline of the
Founding Mother in the lecture, “St. Ursula Ledochowska: A Model Life in Emigration and
Ecumenism”, prepared by Sr. J6zefa Zdybicka, of the Catholic University of Lublin. This
rich presentation reminded us of the greatness of St. Ursula, her devotion to God and her
service to people, among them, Polish emigrants in different parts of Europe. The next
lecture, “From Poland to Canada: The Odyssey of Polish Refugees, 1939-1950”, was by
Prof. Andrew Pernal, from the University of Brandon, Manitoba. It was a very interesting
account of the history of emigration through the Middle East and Africa to the countries of
permanent residence. The description of the lives of emigrants in a small camp in Africa
had a dimension that was very close and personal for the speaker- Professor Pernal was
one of the children, passing through that camp. The final lecture was by Prof. Robert Nel-
son, of the University of Windsor’s Department of History: “Visions of Ossowo: Colonial-
ism in the German Understanding of Poland, 1883-2008”. The programme and discus-
sion were adroitly chaired by Frank Simpson, a Professor of Geology of many years at the
University of Windsor.

Thursday, November 13

This day was dedicated to lovers of Polish cuisine. The doors of the Dom PolskiHall were
wide open from 11:00 to 18:00. The richly provisioned buffet provided the possibility of
choice from a large number of traditional, Polish dishes. All of the meals were very tasty,
as was noted by the well fed guests. There were more than 150 of them and so perhaps
the buffet should become a permanent event in the calendar of the Dom PolskiHall.

Friday, November 14
On Friday morning, a delegation from Lublin began its busy visit with a meeting with Alan

Wildeman, President of the University of Windsor, and then one with deans and profes-
sors, interested in the possibility of collaboration in research and the exchange of students
with Poland. The Lublin delegation was: Dr. Adam Wasilewski, the Mayor of the city, ac-
companied by his wife; Prof. Stawomir Nowosad, Senior Vice President of the Catholic
University of Lublin; Prof. Ryszard Debicki, Senior Vice President of the Maria Curie-
Sktodowska University; Dr. Piotr Dreher, the Chair of the City Council of Lublin and Agni-
eszka Matyska, who deals with international cooperation in the Office of the Mayor of Lub-
lin. Chairing the meeting, Frank Simpson created a roundtable form of discussion. It was
agreed that a memorandum will be prepared to facilitate collaboration between each of
the Lublin universities and the University of Windsor. Among the professors were Dr.
Andrzej Sobiesiak and Dr. Jerzy Sokotowski, outstanding researchers at the University of
Windsor, who were educated in Poland.

Ostatnim wielkim wydarzeniem Polskiego Tygodnia byt Koncert Galowy “ Tam gdzie
serce tam jest méj dom” w Walkerville High School. W artystycznej intrepretacji historii
Polonii w Windsor udziat wziely zespoty “Plomien”, “Tatry”, Chor Sw. Cecili oraz goscin-
nie grupa “Zrédio” z Brampton. Przesuwajace sie obrazy emigracji przeplatane byly pa-
triotycznymi piosenkami i taficami. Trafne potgczenie miodych i starszych zjednoczonych
poprzez muzyke, Spiew i taniec stworzyly ciekawy obraz historii emigracji. Owacje na
stojgco wyrazily podziekowanie za tygodnie czy miesigce pracy nad przygotowaniem
tego widowiska. Niewatpliwie to piekne przedstawienie stalo sie duzym i wruszajacym
przezyciem dla wszystkich obecnych w audytorium. Specjalne podziekowanie skierowac
nalezy dla Danuty Pogorzelskiej, ktéra opracowala scenariusz i czuwata nad catoscia
spektaklu oraz Barbary Koczwary, ktéra wiozyta duzo pracy, aby koncert wypadt jak naj-
lepiej. Nalezy nadmienié, ze obie zastuzone panie zostaly udekorowane przez Ambasa-
dora Ogrodzinskiego Ztotymi Krzyzami Zastugi za dlugoletnig prace dla Polonii w Win-
dsor. My réwniez dotgczamy nasze gratulacje i dziekujemy za ich dlugie lata pracy dla
dobra naszej Polonii. Tego samego wieczoru Polonia Windsorska uhonorowala Ztotymi
Medalami 100-lecia Polonii w Windsor nie tylko wtasnych dzialaczy, ale réwniez inne
wybitne osoby, ktére w rézny sposéb popierajg naszg grupe etniczng nie tylko w Windsor
ale i w Kanadzie. Dlatego po Koncercie Galowym udekorowano nastepujgce osoby: Pio-
tra Ogrodzinskiego, Ambasadora RP, Hon. Eugene Whelan, bylego Ministra Rolnictwa
Kanady, Prezesa, Adama Wasilewskiego, prezydenta miasta Lublina, Wiadyslawa Lizo-
nia, prezesa KPK, postéw Joe Comartin oraz na koncu Jerzego Baryckiego, wspéttwoérce
i przewodniczacego wszystkich Polskich Tygodnii w Windsor: 2002, 2004, 2006 i 2008.

Konczac, nalezy wspomnieé, ze przenosna wystawa “100-lat Historii Polonii w Windsor”,
dzieki pracy Beaty Slusarczyk i Elzbiety Stepniak, byla przemieszczana wszedzie tam,
gdzie odbywaly sie wazne wydarzenia Polskiego Tygodnia. Szczegdlne uznanie nalezy
sie wszystkim sponsorom w szczegodlnosci Polonia Center (Windsor) Inc. Jednak bez
pracy 45 wolontariuszy-organizatoréw wspdlnie dziatajgcych przez 18 miesiecy i uczest-
niczacy w wielu spotkaniach Komitetu Organizacyjnego trudno by moéwié o sukcesie.
Podsumowujac to wielkie, historyczne juz wydarzenie w Windsor, nalezy stwierdzi¢, ze
stosunkowo nieliczna Polonia potrafita zainteresowaé wielu mieszkancéw tego miasta
osiggnieciami naszej grupy etnicznej w Windsor i sprawami Polski. Wieloletnia promocja
Lublina i Polski, przy wspdtpracy z placowkami dyplomatycznymi i Kongresem Polonii
Kanadyjskiej, przynosi coraz lepsze i bardziej wymierne rezultaty. Pracujgc wspdlnie z
miodziezg udalo sie nam zainteresowac jg pracg spoleczng. Jest wiec nadzieja, ze
nastepne pokolenie bedzie kontynuowalo 100-letni dorobek ich poprzednikéw i to
niewatpliwie, jest jednym z najwiekszych osiggnie¢ Polskiego Tygodnia w Windsor 2008.

Ewa Barycka,
Windsor 27 listopada 2008 roku.

PS. Z ostatniej chwili:

W dniu 21 listopada 2008 roku z inicjatywy Rt. Hon. Herb Gray przekazana zostata ksig-
zka o 100-letniej historii Polonii w Windsor na rece William R. Young, dyrektora Biblioteki
Parlamentarnej. W ten sposéb zostata ona wigczona do specjalnej kolekcji ksigzek w
Bibliotece Parlamentu Kanadyjskiego w Ottawie. Prezentacja odbyla sie w obecnosci
Amabasadora Piotra Ogrodzinskiego, Rt. Hon. Herb Gray i Jerzego Baryckiego. Bylo to
piekne zakonczenie obchodéw rocznicowych polonijnej spotecznosci windsorskiej.
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na jego wypowiedz z DVD. Obecnie Hon. Jason Kenney jest Ministrem d/s Obywatel-
stwa, Emigracji oraz Wielokulturowosci. Kolejnym méwcg byt nasz Ambassador, ktéry
odczytat list gratulacyjny od Bogdana Borusewicza, marszatka Senatu RP, a nastepnie
moéwit o stabilnej sytuacji ekonomicznej Polski i zapraszat do wspdtpracy. Prezydent
Lublina méwit o swoim regionie i miescie zachecajgc do inwestowania w specjalnej stre-
fie uprzywilejowanych podatkow. Wspomniat, ze budowa lotniska pod Lublinem jest juz
na etapie projektowania. Prezes KPK nawigzatl do waznych tegorocznych rocznic polo-
nijnych, podpisanych umoéw polsko-kanadyjskich i przekazat zyczenia od Prezesa
Wspdlnoty Polskiej Macieja Ptazyiskiego. Dodat, ze wspodlipraca z rzadem kanadyjskim
uklada sie bardzo dobrze, co podnosi prestiz grupy polskiej w Kanadzie. Nastepny
moéwca, poset Joe Comartin przekazat specjalne zyczenia dla Polonii z okazji 100-nej
rocznicy, a Hon. Dwight Duncan, MPP Windsor-Tecumseh, Minister Finansow Ontario,
przekazat zyczenia od Premiera naszej prowincji. Po czesci oficjalnej nastgpilo wre-
czenie Ziotych Medali 100-lecia Polonii w Windsor dla najbardziej zastuzonych biznes-
mendw i profesjonalistéw. Korzystajgc z obecnosci, wreczono takze madale dla VIP-éw:
Rt. Hon. Herb Gray, Hon. Dwight Duncan oraz Hon. Sandra Pupatello, MPP Windsor-
West, Minister d/s Wspétpracy Ekonomicznej i Handlowej Ontario. Podziekowano
wszystkim sponsorom tej imprezy, w tym takze European Market za urozmaicenie kolacji
polskimi przysmakami. Miodziez z zespotu “Tatry”z wielkg werwg zaprezentowatla swoje
zdolnosci taneczne i wokalne. Spotkanie sprawnie poprowadzit Frank Simpson.

Sobota, 15 listopada
Ostatni dziehn Polskiego Tygodnia rozpoczat sie od spotkania porannego z mtodziezg w

Szkole Polskiej Sw. Anieli. Udziat w nim wzieli: delegacja lubelska, Agata Rajski, Andrew
Pernal, ks. proboszcz Waszkiewicz, S. przelozona Magdalena Budniak, a takze Am-
basador i Prezes KPK. Na sali gimnastycznej zgromadzito sie ponad 200 dzieci. Pro-
gram przygotowata i prowadzita Mariola Nari, nauczycielka szkoly. Po programie ar-
tystycznym przedstawiono uczniéw i studentéw, ktérzy wzieli udziat w konkursie wypra-
cowan o historii Polonii w Windsor oraz o partnerstwie Lublina z Windsor. Mitym zasko-
czeniem dla wszystkich byta decyzja finalistbw o przekazaniu swoich nagréd pie-
nieznych Prezydentowi Lublina z prosba o wreczenie kwoty $300 CDN dla Domu
Dziecka Nr. 2 na ul Sierocej w Lublinie. Nastepnie nasi goscie udali sie na Lunch Polo-
nijny, ktéry rozpoczat sie o godz. 12 w sali Domu Polskiego. Uczestnikéw przywitat
Prezes Wyderkowski, ktéry poprosit Anie Barycka, studentke Uniwersytetu w Ottawie, o
poprowadzenie spotkania. Po przedstawieniu gosci i zjedzeniu prawdziwie smacznego
positku wszyscy obecni przedstawiciele organizacji przedstawili sie naszym Gosciom.
Znajdujaca sie na sali grupa miodziezy wchodzgca w skiad Komitetu Organizacyjnego
Polskiego Tygodnia poprosita o zabranie gtosu. Jej przedstawicielka, Natalia Mréz,
odczytata o$wiadczenie, ze w dniu 15 listopada grupa 10 studentéw stworzyla organi-
zacje o nazwie Polsko-Kanadyjska Studencka Organizacja w Windsor. Wydaje sie , ze
nastepne pokolenie w niedalekiej przysziosci bedzie gotowe do przejecia steréw polo-
nijnych. W swoim o$wiadczeniu nadmienili, ze ich pierwszg akcjg bedzie poparcie wete-
ranéw polskich w odzyskaniu praw kombatanckich w Kanadzie. Wieczorem ta sama
grupa miodziezy zorganizowata bardzo udang Zimowg Dyskoteke w Domu Polskim. Po
kolejnych przemowach naszych gosci Prezes Lizoh z Antonim Jedlinskim, prezesem
Kongresu Polonii Kanadyijskiej, Okregu Windsor-Chatham wreczyli ztote, srebrne i bra-
zowe Odznaki Honorowe Kogresu kilkunastu najbardziej zastuzonym dziataczom z okre-
gu Windsor-Chatham. Wczes$niej, w szkole polskiej mtodziez przekazata $300 CDN na
potrzeby Domu Dziecka Nr. 2 w Lublinie. W czasie obiadu, Jerzy Barycki w porozu-
mieniu z Komitetem Organizacyjnym Polskiego Tygodnia w Windsor 2008 oglosit kolejng
dotacje $700 CDN na ten sam cel. W ten spos6b zebrano tego dnia $1,000 CDN na po-
trzeby Domu Dziecka w Lublinie. Ostatnim akcentem oraz niespodziankg byta prezen-
tacja 30 minutowego DVD o historii Polonii w Windsor. Po projekcji nagrodzonej okla-
skami przedstawiono autorki scenariusza, dwie studentki: Anie Baryckg i Magde Ty-
woniuk.
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A brief meeting of the guests from Lublin with Eddie Francis, Mayor of the City of Windsor,
took place shortly before the unveiling of the goat fountain. Courtesy declarations and
mementos were exchanged. Eddie Francis observed that the time had come for the next,
more advanced stage in the partnership between our two cities. At the close of the meet-
ing, the Mayor of Lublin invited the Mayor of Windsor to Lublin in 2010, so as to jointly
celebrate the first decade of the collaboration.

After the meeting, everyone went to the Odette Sculpture Park, by the Detroit River.
The national and municipal flags signaled the approach of an important event. In spite of
the inclement, rainy weather, about 100 participants and observers gathered under impro-
vised tents. Among them were young people from the group “Tatry” in folk costumes and
the dignitaries Piotr Ogrodzinski, the Ambassador of the Republic of Poland, the Rt. Hon.
Herb Gray, the Chair of the International Joint Commission, Wiadystaw Lizon, President of
the Canadian Polish Congress, Joe Comartin and Brian Masse, federal representatives,
and Percy Hatfield, City Councillor, as well as representatives of the Polish community,
radio and television, including Polish Studio TV from Toronto, and also the two key indi-
viduals of the ceremony, the mayors of the two twin cities. After some brief speeches,
Drew Dilkens, Councilor of the City of Windsor and Chair of the City International Rela-
tions Committee, who chaired the ceremony, asked for the cutting of the ribbon and the
unveiling of the goat fountain, which was covered by the Polish national flag. Shortly af-
terwards, the beautiful sculpture of the goat fountain was visible to all, a cast in bronze,
created in Lublin. The sculptor is Leszek Rymczak. It is a gift from the City of Lublin to
the citizens of Windsor, in connection with the 100™ anniversary of the Polish community.
The goat has been the symbol of Lublin for more than 700 years. From now on, it will be
a permanent ambassador of Lublin in Windsor in the beautiful park, together with the
sculptures of many other famous artists. The sculpture is situated against the picturesque
background of the City of Detroit and also the bridge, spanning the international border
and the Detroit River. The construction of the bridge with the hame Ambassador, built in
the 1920s, was supervised by the engineer Ralph Modjeski, the son of the prewar Polish
actress, Helena Modrzejewska.

The next event, possibly the one of greatest interest to the VIPs, was the Fourteenth
Annual Meeting of the Polish Canadian Business and Professional Association of Win-
dsor. It began in the traditional manner with a meeting of the VIPs and sponsors in the
Library Room of the Caboto Club. There were media interviews of individuals, signing of
the guest book, photographs and surprise meetings. Without a doubt, the tone of the
event was set by the presence of our Ambassador and the Rt. Hon. Herb Gray, local fed-
eral representatives and also two individuals, coming to us from Toronto, Borys Wrzes-
newskyj, MP for Etobicoke Centre, and the recently elected Bonnie Crombie, MP for Mis-
sissauga Streetville, who is of Polish heritage.

After the reception, the participants went for dinner in the Caboto Hall. The event
brought together a record number of 135 guests. By tradition, about half of the guests at
the dinner are Canadian in origin. The meeting began with the welcoming of the guests
by the Association’s President of many years, Jerzy Barycki. On account of the absence
of the Hon. Jason Kenney, the main speaker of the evening, who at that time had stood in
for the Prime Minister of Canada at a meeting of his Party in Winnipeg, his address by
DVD was shown on a screen. The Hon. Jason Kenney is currently the Minister for Citi-
zenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism. The next speaker was our Ambassador, who
read out a letter from the Marshal of the Senate of the Republic of Poland, Bogdan
Borusewicz, and then spoke about the stable, economic situation in Poland and invited
collaboration. The Mayor of Lublin spoke about his region and city, encouraging invest-
ment in a special zone with privileged tax rates. He noted that the airport in the vicinity of
Lublin is already in the design stage. The President of the Canadian Polish Congress
referred to the important anniversaries of this year and the agreements signed by Poland
and Canada. He also presented greetings from the President of Wspdlnota Polska
(Polish Community), Maciej Plazynski. He added that the collaboration with the Federal
Government is developing very well, which raises the prestige of the Polish community in
Canada.



The next speaker, Representative Joe Comartin, offered special greetings to the Polish
community, on the occasion of its 100" anniversary, and the Hon. Dwight Duncan, MPP-
Windsor-Tecumseh and the Ontario Minister of Finance, presented greetings from the
Premier of our province. After the official part of the meeting, there were presentations of
the Centennial Gold Medal of Polonia Windsor for the most dedicated business people
and professionals. Taking advantage of their presence, awards of the medal were also
made to the VIPs the Rt. Hon. Herb Gray, the Hon. Dwight Duncan, and the Hon. Sandra
Pupatello, MPP for Windsor-West and Ontario Minister for International Trade and Invest-
ment. The sponsors of the event were gratefully acknowledged, as also was the Euro-
pean Market for adding variety to the dinner with Polish delicacies. The young people of
the group “Tatry” showed their skills in dance and song with great energy. Frank Simpson
skillfully chaired the meeting.

Saturday, November 15
The last day of Polish Week began with a morning meeting with the youth of the St. An-

gela Polish School. Taking part in this were the Lublin Delegation, Agata Rajski, Andrew
Pernal, Parish Priest Waszkiewicz, Sr. Mother Superior Magdalena Budniak, the Ambas-
sador and the President of the Canadian Polish Congress. More than 200 students gath-
ered in the school gymnasium. Mariola Nari, a teacher at the school, prepared and
chaired the programme. After an artistic programme, there was the introduction of the
students, who had taken part in a competition, regarding the history of Polonia in Windsor
and the partnership between Lublin and Windsor. The decision of the finalists to give their
winnings to the Mayor of Lublin, with the request that he deliver the amount of CDN
$300.00 to Children’s Home No. 2, on Ulica Sieroca, in Lublin, was a pleasant surprise for
everyone present.

Next, our guests went to the Polish Community Lunch, which began at 12:00 in the Dom

Polski Hall. President Wyderkowski greeted the participants and asked Ania Barycka, a
student at the University of Ottawa, to chair the meeting. After the introduction of the
guests and the completion of a truly delicious meal, the representatives of organizations
introduced themselves to the guests. A group of young people from the Organizing Com-
mittee of Polish Week were present in the hall and requested the opportunity to speak.
Their representative, Natalia Mr6z, read a declaration to the effect that on November 15, a
group of 10 students formed an organization, with the name the Polish Canadian Student
Organization of Windsor. It appears that in the not too distant future, the next generation
will be ready to take the helm of Polonia. In their declaration, they mentioned that their
first action will be to help the Polish veterans to obtain the rights of combatants in Canada.
In the evening the same group of young people was responsible for organizing a very
successful Winter Discotheque in the Dom PolskiHall. After the speeches that followed,
President Lizon and Antoni Jedlinski, the President of the Canadian Polish Congress,
Windsor-Chatham Branch, presented gold, silver and bronze Badges of Honour of the
Congress to the dozen or so most dedicated individuals in the Windsor-Chatham Branch.
Earlier, in the Polish School, the young people had given CDN$300.00 for the needs of
Children’s Home No. 2 in Lublin. During the meal, Jerzy Barycki, with the agreement of
the Organizing Committee of Polish Week, announced an additional gift of CDN$700.00
for the same purpose. In this way, CDN$1,000.00 were collected that day for the Chil-
dren’s Home in Lublin. The final touch was the surprise showing of a 30-minute DVD on
the history of the Polish community in Windsor by the two students, responsible for the
compilation, Ania Barycka and Magda Tywoniuk.
The last major event of Polish Week was the Gala Concert, “Wherever My Heart is, There
is My Home”, in Walkerville High School. The groups “Plomien” and “Tatry”, the St. Ce-
cilia Choir, and a guest group from Brampton “Zrédto” (“The Source”) took part in an artis-
tic interpretation of the history of the Polish community in Windsor. The changing pictures
of emigration were intertwined with patriotic songs and dances. The apt connections be-
tween young and old, united by music, song and dance, formed an interesting picture of
the history of emigration. Standing ovations expressed the appreciation of the audience

Piatek, 14 listopada
W pigtek rano delegacja z Lublina rozpoczeta swojg pracowicie zaplanowang wizyte od

spotkania z Alan Wildeman, rektorem Uniwersytetu Windsorskiego, a nastepnie z
dziekanami i profesorami zainteresowanymi wspdipracg naukowg oraz wymiang mio-
dziezy z Polska. W skiad delegacji lubelskiej wchodzili: dr Adam Wasilewski, Prezydent
Miasta z malzonka, ks. prof. Stawomir Nowosad, prorektor Katolickiego Uniwersytetu
Lubelskiego, prof. Ryszard Debicki, prorektor Uniwersytetu Marii Currie Skiodowskiej, dr
Piotr Dreher, przewodniczacy rady miasta Lublina oraz Agnieszka Malyska, zajmujgca
sie wspdipracg miedzynarodowg w biurze Prezydenta Lublina. Prowadzacy spotkanie
Frank Simpson, stworzyt forme dyskusji okragtego stotu. Uzgodniono, ze bedzie przygo-
towane memorandum, ktére utatwi formalne nawigzanie wspdtpracy pomiedzy uniwer-
sytetami lubelskimi oraz windsorskim. Wsréd profesoréw znaleZli sie dr Andrzej Sobie-
siak oraz dr Jerzy Sokotowski, wyksztalceni w Polsce, wybitni naukowcy Uniwersytetu
Windsorskiego. Krétkie spotkanie gosci z Lublina z Eddie Francis, prezydentem miasta
Windsor nastgpito tuz przed odstonieciem Koziotka-zdroju. Wymieniono kurtuazyjne ko-
mentarze i upominki. Eddie Francis stwierdzit, ze nadszedt czas na kolejny, bardziej
zaawansowany etap wspdipracy partnerskiej pomiedzy naszymi miastami. Na zakon-
czenie Prezydent Lublina zaprosit Prezydenta Windsor do Lublina w roku 2010, aby
wspolnie obchodzi¢ pierwsza okraglg, 10-tq rocznice wspdtpracy partnerskiej. Po tym
spotkaniu wszyscy udali sie do Odette Sculpture Park nad rzekg Detroit. Panstwowe i
miejskie flagi sygnalizowaly zblizajgce sie wazne wydarzenie. Mimo niesprzyjajacej,
deszczowej pogody, pod prowizorycznymi namiotami zebrata sie 100 osobowa grupa
uczestnikdw i obserwatoréw. Ws$rdd nich byla grupa mtodziezy w strojach ludowych z
zespolu “Tatry”, dygnitarze: Piotr Ogrodzinski, ambasador RP, Rt. Hon. Herb Gray, prze-
wodniczacy International Joint Commission, Wiadystaw Lizon, prezes Kongresu Polonii
Kandyjskiej, Joe Comartin, Brian Masse, postowie federalni oraz Percy Hatfield, radny
miasta oraz przedstawiciele Polonii, radia, telewizji, w tym polonijne Polish Studio TV z
Toronto oraz czolowe osobistosci tej ceremonii: prezydenci dwéch partnerskich miast.
Po krétkich przemdwieniach, prowadzacy uroczysto$¢ Drew Dillkens, radny miasta Win-
dsor oraz przewodniczacy Komitetu Wspdipracy Miedzynarodowej Miasta, zaprosit do
przeciecia wstegi i odstoniecia koziotka-zdroju przykrytego szczelnie polskg flagg naro-
dowg. Za chwile ukazata sie wszyskim zebranym piekna rzezba koziotka-fontanny,
odlew z bronzu wykonany w Lublinie. Jego autorem jest Leszek Rymczak. Jest to dar
miasta Lublina dla mieszkancéw Windsor w zwigzku ze 100-leciem Polonii. Koziotek jest
symbolem Lublina juz od ponad 700 lat. Od tej pory bedzie on stalym ambasadorem
Lublina w Windsor w pieknym parku z rzezbami wielu wybitnych artystéw. Rzezba umie-
szczona jest na malowniczym tle miasta Detoit a takze mostu spinajgcego fukiem dwa
miedzynarodowe brzegi rzeki Detroit. Budowa mostu o nazwie Ambasador, kon-
struowanego w latach 20-tych ubieglego wieku, byta nadzorowana przez inzyniera Ral-
pha Modjeskiego, syna najstynniejszej polskiej przedwojennej aktorki Heleny Modrze-
jewskiej.

Nastepnym wydarzeniem, o chyba najwiekszym zainteresowaniu VIP-6w bylo juz 14-te
spotkanie Polsko-Kanadyjskich Biznesmendw i Profesjonalistéw w Windsor. Rozpoczeto
sie ono tradycyjnym spotkaniem VIP-6w i sponsoréw w Library Room klubu Caboto. Byty
indywidualne wywiady, wpisy do ksiazki, zdjecia i zaskakujace spotkania. Niewatpliwie
obecno$¢ naszego Ambasadora i Rt. Hon. Herb Gray, lokanych postéw federalnych
oraz przyjezdnych z Toronto: Borysa Wrzesnewskyj, MP, Etobicoke Center oraz dopiero
wybranej Bonnie Crombie, MP, Mississauga Streetville polskiego pochodzenia podnosity
range tej imprezy. Po recepcji, uczestnicy udali sie na kolacje do sali Caboto. Impreza ta
zgromadzita rekordowg ilo$¢ 135 gosci. Tradycyjnie polowa uczestnikéw kolacji jest po-
chodzenia kanadyjskiego. Spotkanie rozpoczelo sie od przywitania uczestnikéw przez
dlugoletniego Prezesa tego Stowarzyszenia, Jerzego Baryckiego. Ze wzgledu na
nieobecno$¢ gtéwnego moéwcy wieczoru, Hon. Jason Kenney, ktéry zastepowat w tym
czasie Premiera Kanady na spotkaniu partii w Winnipeg, na ekranie zostata przedstawio-
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Sroda, 12 listopada

Sroda to dzien polski na miejscowym uniwersytecie. Tego dnia polska flaga dumnie
powiewala informujgc wszystkich studentéw, ze Polska jest obecna w Windsor. Naréd
Polski, ma wiele powodéw do okazywania wdziecznosci Kanadzie. Tego dnia w biblio-
tece Leddy Library otwarto wystawe “Dzieje Skarbéw Wawelskich, 1939-1961". Zostata
wykonana przez Muzeum na Wawelu z inicjatywy Kongresu Polonii Kanadyjskiej, przy
wspolpracy Wspdlnoty Polskiej, Ambasady Polskiej w Ottawie, a sfinansowana zostata
przez Senat RP. Jest to piekna ilustracja odysei naszych najwarto$ciowszych skarbow
Muzeum na Wawelu, ktére w czasie i po drugiej wojnie $wiatowej byly przechowywane
w Kanadzie. Jestesmy niezwykle wdzieczni Kanadzie za uratowanie naszych pamigtek
narodowych. Wystawa ta data takze mozliwo$¢ przedstawienia mieszkanicom Windsoru
i Kanady zdje¢ eksponatéw historycznych zwigzanych z 1000-letnig historig narodu
polskiego. Warto moze doda¢, ze “Dzieje Skarbéw Wawelskich “ bedzie udostepniona
wszystkim organizacjom polonijnym w Kanadzie poprzez Ambasade w Ottawie. Po ot-
warciu wystawy i okoliczno$ciowych przeméwieniach, Konsul Andrzej Krezel wreczyt
czek dla Uniwersytetu w wysokosci $1,000 CDN, ustanawiajgc tym samym stypendium
fundowane przez Konsulat Generalny RP w Toronto. Bedzie ono dorocznie przyzna-
wane przez wtadze Uniwersytetu Windsorskiego wybithemu studentowi zajmujgcemu
sie w swej pracy naukowej sprawami Polski i Polakéw, takze mieszkajgcych poza grani-
cami kraju. Stypendium zostato nazwane: "Centennial Scholarship of the Polish Com-
munity in Windsor". Drugq dotacje na kwote $3,000 CDN od Polonia Centre Inc. wreczyt
Stefan Polewski dla biblioteki uniwersyteckiej na zakup ksigzek polskich w jezyku an-
gielskim. Wkrétce potem rozpoczat sie program odczytéw opisujacych rézne drogi emi-
gracji polskiej. Program odbyt sie pod patronatem Wydzialu Historycznego Uniwer-
sytetu Windsorskiego, Humanities Research Group oraz Windsor International IDRET.
Pierwszg prelekcje wyglosita Agata Rajski nawigzujgc do najwazniejszych wydarzen ze
stuletniej historii Polonii w Windsor, ilustrujac jg bogato zdjeciami i materialami archi-
walnymi. Urszulanka, Siostra Kinga Lewicka zaprezentowata sylwetke Matki Zatozy-
cielki w odczycie “S. Urszula Leddéchowska: Przykladem Zycia na Emigracji i
Ekumenizmu” przygotowanym przez S. Jozefe Zdybickg z Katolickiego Uniwersytetu
Lubelskiego. Ta bogata prezentacja uswiadomita nam wielko$é sw. Urszuli, jej oddanie
Bogu i stuzbie ludziom, w tym polskiej emigracji w réznych zakatkach Europy. Kolejny
referat “Z Polski do Kanady: Odyseja Polskich Emigrantow, 1939-1950" zaprezento-
wany zostatl przez prof. Andrew Pernal z Uniwersytetu Brandon, Manitoba. Byla to
bardzo ciekawa prezentacja dziejéw emigracji przez Bliski Wschod, Afryke do krajow
stalego zamieszkania. Przedstawione zycie emigrantédw w matym obozie w Afryce
miato wymiar bardzo bliski i osobisty dla prelegenta - profesor Pernal byt jednym z
dzieci przechodzacych przez ten obdz. Ostatni odczyt przedstawit Robert Nelson “
Wizja Ossowo: Kolonializm w niemieckom zrozumieniu Polski, 1883-2008”. Program i
dyskusje poprowadzit sprawnie Frank Simpson, dtugoletni profesor geologii na Uniwer-
sytecie Windsorskim.

Czwartek, 13 listopada

Ten dzien byt specjalnie przeznaczony dla smakoszy polskiej kuchni. Drzwi Domu Pol-
skiego byly szeroko otwarte od godz. 11:00 do 18:00. Obficie zaopatrzony bufet dawat
mozliwos¢ wyboru wielu tradycyjnych polskich potraw. Wszystkie dania byly bardzo
smaczne, tak komentowali suto nakarmieni goscie. Byto ich ponad 150, wiec by¢ moze
taki bufet powinien sta¢ si¢ statg impreza w kalendrzu Domu Polskiego.
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for the weeks and months of work on the preparation of this spectacle. This beautiful
presentation undoubtedly provided a great and moving experience for everyone present in
the auditorium. It is appropriate to direct particular thanks to Danuta Pogorzelska, who
worked on the script and watched over the entire spectacle, as well as to Barbara
Koczwara, who invested a great deal of effort into making sure that the concert was a suc-
cess. It is necessary to mention that both of these ladies were decorated with the Gold
Cross of Merit by Ambassador Ogrodzinski, for their many years of service to the Polish
community of Windsor. We also add our congratulations and thank them for their long
years of work for the benefit of our Polonia. That same evening, the Polish community in
Windsor honoured with the Centennial Gold Medal of Polonia Windsor not only its own
active members, but also other well known individuals, who in various ways have sup-
ported our ethnic group in Windsor and across Canada. So it was that after the Gala Con-
cert, the following individuals were decorated: Piotr Ogrodzinski, Ambassador of the Re-
public of Poland, the Hon. Eugene Whelan, former Federal Minister of Agriculture, Adam
Wasilewski, the Mayor of the City of Lublin, Wiadystaw Lizon, President of the Canadian
Polish Congress, and Representative Joe Comartin, as well as at the end, Jerzy Barycki,
the co-organizer and chair of all of the Polish Weeks in Windsor, for 2002, 2004, 2006 and
2008.

In closing, it is important to note that the mobile exhibition, “100 Years of History of the
Polish Community in Windsor”, thanks to the efforts of Beata Slusarczyk and Elzbieta
Stepniak, found a place in all of the locations, where important events of Polish Week took
place. Special recognition goes to the all of the sponsors and in particular to the Polonia
Centre Windsor, Inc. However, without the efforts of some 45 volunteer organizers, work-
ing together for 18 months and participating in many meetings of the Organizing Commit-
tee, there would be no success. Summing up this great, already historic event in Windsor,
it is necessary to say that a relatively small Polish community was able to capture the in-
terest of many people in this city, with the achievements of our ethnic group in Windsor
and with issues, involving Poland. The promotion of Lublin and Windsor over many years,
through collaboration in diplomatic circles and with the Canadian Polish Congress, is
yielding progressively better and more tangible results. Working together with the young
people, we were able to get them interested in community work. Therefore, there is a
realistic hope that the next generation will continue the 100 years of progress of their
predecessors and this is undoubtedly one of the greatest achievements of Polish Week in
Windsor 2008.

Ewa Barycka
Windsor, November 27, 2008

P.S.

Late breaking news: On November 21, 2008, on the initiative of the Rt. Hon. Herb Gray,
the book on the 100-year history of the Polish community in Windsor was placed in the
hands of William R. Young, Director of the Library of Parliament. In this way, it was in-
ducted into a special collection of books in the Library of the Canadian Parliament in Ot-
tawa. The presentation took place in the presence of Ambassador Piotr Ogrodzinski, the
Rt. Hon. Herb Gray and Jerzy Barycki. It was a beautiful ending to the anniversary cele-
brations of the Polish community in Windsor.

Translated by Frank Simpson
Windsor, February 20, 2009



What is important
is not that, which divides us,
but that, which unites us ...
(Reflections, instead of thanks)

Polish Week in Windsor (November 8-15, 2008), devoted to the celebration of
the 100-year anniversary of the Polish community in Windsor, has ended. We
ask ourselves the question, was the labour worth the trouble, did this great in-
vestment of human effort, this dedication of minds and hearts, yield the desired
fruits? Let us examine this problem in its entirety.

For two years, under the patronage of the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland
and the Canadian Polish Congress, the Organizing Committee worked in Windsor under the
leadership of Jerzy Barycki. The committee comprised representatives of particular Church
and secular organizations, a youth group, volunteers, as well as individuals, responsible for
the mass media. Altogether, there were 13 general meetings, not counting the numerous
meetings of particular sections. There was a sense of organizational discipline and readi-
ness to be of assistance. Poland and Canada were brought into the collaboration: Windsor
and Lublin.

Three generations of Polonia participated in the preparatory activities, re-creating the com-
mon treasure of the history of the Windsor Polonia: from the first settlers, through the years
of the First and Second World Wars, including the wandering “across barbarous lands”, to
after post-Solidarity time and the present day.

A still visible sign of this activity, continuing to December of this year, is the exhibition,
“100 Years of the Polish Community in Windsor”, organized by Windsor's Community Mu-
seum and continued by the Windsor Public Library as The Windsor Mosaic, on its Internet
page.

During the period of preparation, there was also the publication of the book by Agata Ra-
jski, 700 lat Polonii w Windsor 1908-2008, with its beautiful, English translation by Prof.
Frank Simpson, One Century of the Polish Community in Windsor 1908-2008. This was
good preparation of the ground for the jubilee celebrations, which were to come during an
entire week.

The Holy Mass of thanksgiving at the Holy Trinity Church, the Jubilee Banquet in the Dom
PolskiHall, the tribute given in the cemetery to our heroes, the veterans: these were only the
events of the first day of the jubilee. During the course of the entire week, there were many
meetings, related to particular groups and organizations- former and present citizens of Win-
dsor and Lublin, representatives of education, industry, business, and particular Polonia
families. The details are recorded elsewhere.

And the question remains for us- what did the celebration teach us? In unity, there is
strength. With a joint, concerted effort, it is possible to achieve a great deal. What is impor-
tant is not that, which divides us, but that which unites us. There exists an enormous charge
of good in human hearts. We should want to release and apply it to collaboration toward
praise of the past and for the good of future generations. And that is exactly what hap-
pened. The potential for good, inherent to particular people and organizations, was skillfully
put to beneficial use.

And this is exactly what merits our gratitude, in relation to God and the Organizers of these
beautiful celebrations. We thank you!

And what joy for our Beloved Compatriot, John Paul Il. He so yearned that we be proud of
our common heritage, which bears the name POLAND.

Sr. Malgorzata GORSKA
Ursuline Sisters of the Agonizing Heart of Jesus

Czas-Zwigzkowiec, December 12-31, 2008, p. 35

Translated by Frank Simpson
Windsor, February 20, 2009.

10

Niedziela, 9 listopada

Poranek rozpoczat sie sprzedazg ksigzek i wyroboéw artystycznych w sali parafialnej
Kosciota Sw. Tréjcy, przywiezionych przez Marka Kornasia z Toronto. Duze zaintereso-
wanie sprzedazg ksigzek uswiadamia nam, ze dobrej ksiazki nie zastapi DVD czy kom-
puter. Pani Agata Rajski miala kolejng mozliwo$¢ skiadania autograféw nabywcom
swojej ksiazki. Uroczystg msze swietg z udzialem pocztéw sztandarowych odprawit
proboszcz ks. Pratat Roman Waszkiewicz, a koncelebrowali jg ks. pratat Piotr San-
czenko i ks. wikary Stawomir Szwagrzyk. Weterani, dziatacze spoteczni, miodziez z
zespotu “Tatry” wypetnili frontowe rzedy fawek. Rozbudowany niedawno 90 letni kosciét
wypetniony zostat do ostatniego miejsca. Ta patriotyczna, rocznicowa msza miala
bardzo uroczysty charakter. Po mszy, weterani, poczty sztandarowe, przedstawiciele
organizacji polonijnych udali sie¢ na cmentarz Heavenly Rest, aby zlozy¢ hotd tym
wszystkim, ktérzy walczyli o wolny, bezpieczny i lepszy $wiat. Napis na ptycie umie-
szczonej na granitowym pomniku oznajmia, ze walczyli oni “Za Waszg i Naszg Wol-
nosc¢”.

Nastepnie w Domu Polskim odbyla sie akademia z okazji 11 listopada, a wiec 90-tej
rocznicy odzyskania przez Polske niepodlegtosci i ponownego umieszczenia jej na ma-
pach Europy. Program przygotowata Szkota Polska i grupa “Plomien” udziat w nim
wzigt réwniez Chér Sw. Cecili. Okolicznosciowe przeméwienie wygtosit Konsul Gene-
ralny a referat przedstawita Mariola Nari. Deklamowano wiersze, $piewano piosenki
patriotyczne, a na zakonczenie wystgpit zespdt “Tatry” w swoich barwnych, tradycyj-
nych strojach. Prawie cala sala byta wypetniona i to gtéwnie miodziezg. Program
sprawnie poprowadzita Mariola Nari, nauczycielka szkoty polskiej.

Poniedziatek, 10 listopada

W budynku ratusza miejskiego przez caty tydzien prezentowana byta przenosna wys-
tawa obwieszczajgca wszystkim o naszej 100-letniej obecnosci w tym miescie. Prezen-
tacje w sali obrad rady miejskiej rozpoczat Jerzy Barycki, przewodniczacy Komitetu
Organizacyjnego Polskiego Tygodnia oraz obchodéw rocznicowych. Nastepnie zabrat
gtos, uczestnik dwéch porzednich Polskich Tygodni, Andrzej Krezel, konsul d/s pol-
skich. Mowcy podkreslili wielkg wdziecznosé za pomoc jakg otrzymali nasi poprzed-
nicy - polscy emigranci w tym miescie oraz podkreslili wkiad jaki spoteczenstwo polonij-
ne wniosto w rozwdj miasta i Kanady. Na ekranie, z DVD, zaprezentowano réwniez
zyczenia i gratulacje dla mieszkancéw Windsor od Adama Wasilewskiego, prezydenta
Lublina. Nastepnie, kazdy z 11 radnych otrzymat w podarunku ksigzke “100-lat Polonii
w Windsor, 1908-2008” oraz program Polskiego Tygodnia od pieknie ubranej w ludowe
stroje miodziezy z zespotu“Tatry”. Wiele zyczliwych stéw ustyszeliSmy od Eddie Fran-
cis, prezydenta Windsor, za duzy wkiad naszej spotecznosci w zycie Srodowiska
windsorskiego. Prezydent przekazat specjalne uznanie dla Polonii za rozwéj aktywnych
kontaktow pomiedzy partnerskimi miastami: Windsor i Lublinem.

Wiorek, 11 listopada

DzieA 11 listopada, jest specjalnym dniem rocznicowym wyzwolenia Polski, a takze
Swietem weteranéw w Kanadzie. | to wlasnie w tym dniu w Forest Glade Cinema odbyla
sie projekcja, po raz pierwszy w Windsor, filmu “Katyn” w rezyserii Andrzeja Wajdy. Ten
tragiczny film o brutalnym morderstwie wiezniéw wojennych w lasach katynskich przez
oprawcéw stalinowskich wywotat duze zainteresowanie wsréd Polonii. Prawda o tam-
tych tragicznych czasach musi by¢ powszechnie znana i przypominana, szczegolnie
miodemu pokoleniu. Film zrobit na obecnych wielkie wrazenie, widzowie w ciszy
opuszczali sale kinowq.
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Uroczyste Obchody 100-lecia Polonii w Windsor, 1908-2008

Obecny rok, dla prawie juz milionowej diaspory polskiej w Kanadzie, jest jednym z naj-
bardziej wyjgtkowych nie tylko pod wzgledem osiggniec¢, ale réwniez doniostych wyda-
rzen. Do tegorocznych sukceséw zaliczy¢ mozna zniesienie wiz dla naszych rodakéw
udajgcych sie do Kanady, podpisane umowy: socjalna oraz o wymianie mtodziezy oraz
kwietniowg wizyte Premiera Harpera w Polsce. Réwniez 10 czerwca parlamentarzysci
kanadyjscy zaprosili przedstawicieli Polonii do Parlamentu w Ottawie, aby wspdlnie ob-
chodzi¢ 150-tg rocznice pierwszego zorganizowanego osadnictwa Kaszubéw w kraju
klonowego liscia, 75-tq rocznice zarejestrowania korporacji Kongresu Polonii Kanady-
jskiej oraz 100-lecie zapoczatkowania osadnictwa naszych rodakéw w Windsor.

Polskie Tygodnie w Windsor wpisaly sie juz na stale do kalendarza znaczacych wyda-
rzen Polonii w Kanadzie. Polonia w Windsor obchodzita swoje stulecie w dniach 8-15
listopada podczas kolejnego, czwartego juz Polskiego Tygodnia w Windsor 2008, ktory
stat sie niewatpliwie jednym z najwiekszych wydarzen Polonii windsorskiej w jej powo-
jennej historii. Obejmowal on az dwadziescia roznorodnych imprez prezentujgcych
dorobek Polonii, polskg kulture, historie, tradycje oraz rozwijajagce sie kontakty bizne-
sowe i naukowe pomiedzy starg i nowa ojczyzng. W programach artystycznych wzieto
udziat okolo 200 wykonawcéw, imprezy zgromadzily ponad 2000 uczestnikéw, a wsréd
nich gosci z wielu miast Kanady oraz z Polski. Towarzyszyly im wywiady radiowe,
telewizyjne z udzialem nie tylko lokalnych mediéw, ale réwniez polonijnych stacji z To-
ronto: Polish Studio TV, ktére od wielu lat promuje osiggniecia Polonii w Windsor oraz
stacji telewizyjnej OMNI z programu “Z Ukosa”.

Sobota , 8 listopada
Poranna konferencja prasowa w Windsor's Community Museum, gdzie od maja do grud-

nia 2008 znajduje sie ekspozycja dorobku osadnictwa polskiego w Windsor, zor-
ganizowana zostata przez Hugh Barrett z Muzeum przy wspdipracy z Komitetem
Dziedzictwa Polskiego Tygodnia. Zaraz po niej odbyla sie promocja ksigzki “100 lat Polo-
nii w Windsor, 1908-2008” napisanej przez Agate Rajski z Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego i
przettumaczonej przez dr Franka Simpsona z Uniwersytetu Windsorskiego. To piekne
dzielo zawierajgce zbiér unikalnych dokumentéw i fotografii jest pierwszym komplek-
sowym zapisem dorobku Polonii windsorkiej w ostatnim stuleciu. Opublikowana zostala
przez Walkerville Publisher, wydrukowana w Polsce przez Oficyne Brzeska a sfinanso-
wana przez Ontario Trillium Foundation, rzgdowy program prowincji Ontario. Warto do-
da¢, ze Polonia rowniez skorzystata z federalnej dotacji Canadian Heritage. Uroczyste
obchody rocznicowe otworzyt Bankiet w szczelnie wypetnionej sali Domu Polskiego. Ten
historyczny budynek stuzacy Polonii nieustannie od 1930, zostat kilka lat temu pie-
czolowicie odnowiony. Uczestnikéw przywitat Prezes Blazej Wyderkowski, ktéry przed-
stawit prowadzaca spotkanie Katarzyne Dziedzic, bytg Miss International Kanady. Gratu-
lacje od Rzadu Kanadyjskiego przekazal poset federalny Jeff Watson. Nowy Konsul
Generalny RP z Toronto, Marek Ciesielczuk, pogratulowat Polonii osiggnie¢ podkresla-
jac jednoczesnie jak wazne jest kontynuowanie wychowania mtodego pokolenia w pol-
skich tradycjach i jak widoczne sg rezultaty tej pracy w Windsor. Wystepy Grupy Tea-
tralno-Wokalnej “Plomien” oraz Zespélu Piesni i Tanca “Tatry” wprowadzity wsréd
obecnych patriotyczny nastréj. Pod koniec tego niezapomnianego wieczoru wreczone
zostaly Medale 100-lecia Polonii w Windsor dla okoto 30 oséb, kiére w sposéb
szczegdlny zastuzyly sie dla spolecznosci polonijnej w Windsor. Bytlo duzo emocji, gte-
bokich wzruszen oraz pamigtkowych zdje¢. Wspaniale udekorowana sala, piekny wystréj
stotéw, tradycyjne polskie, smaczne jedzenie oraz sprawna obstuga wskazywaly na duzy
wysitek organizatérow, aby byta to specjalna, niezapomniana uroczystosé.
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Lublin, December 24, 2008

Ladies and Gentlemen:

We would like to thank the Polish community in Windsor for a great gift from the
heart. We are deeply touched by this remembrance from Polish people in Canada,
so far away, for its partner city Lublin and, all the more so, for our House and the chil-
dren, living in it. We are making every effort, so that the money from you will have
the effect of satisfying the individual needs of those in our care and the development
of their abilities, as well as the fulfillment of their most secret dreams.

With wishes for a joyful Christmas holiday
and for prosperity in the coming year 2009
from the Community of the J. Korczak
Children’s Home in Lublin.

With regards,
Karol Czachajda

Lublin, 24 grudnia 2008 roku.

Drodzy Panstwo!

Pragniemy serdecznie podziekowaé¢ Polonii z Windsor za wielki dar serca.
Jestesmy gteboko wzruszeni pamiecig Polakéw z tak dalekiej Kanady o partnerskim
Lublinie, a tym bardziej o naszym Domu i dzieciach w nim mieszkajgcych.

Dotozymy wszelkich staran, by Panstwa pienigdze przyczynily sie do zaspokojenia
indywidualnych potrzeb naszych podopiecznych i rozwijania ich zdolnosci, jak
réwniez spetnienia najskrytszych marzen.

Z zyczeniami radosnych Swiat Bozego Narodzenia
oraz pomysInosci w Nadchodzgcym 2009 Roku
od Spotecznosci Domu Dziecka im. J. Korczaka w Lublinie

Z powazaniem
Karol Czachajda
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POLISH WEEK IN WINDSOR 2008

MAY 8, 2008, OPENING OF THE EXHIBITION
“100 YEARS OF THE POLISH COMMUNITY IN WINDSOR?”,
WINDSOR’S COMMUNITY MUSEUM, 254 PITT STREET, WINDSOR, ON.

NOVEMBER 8

PROMOTION OF THE BOOK BY AGATA RAJSKI: “ONE CENTURY OF
THE POLISH COMMUNITY IN WINDSOR 1908-2008"
WINDSOR’S COMMUNITY MUSEUM, 254 PITT STREET, WINDSOR, ON.

12
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE POLISH COMMUNITY IN WINDSOR-
BANQUET, DOM POLSKI HALL, 1275 LANGLOIS AVE., WINDSOR, ON.




NOVEMBER 9 POLISH WEEK IN WINDSOR 2008,
MEETINGS OF THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE.
100TH ANNIVERSARY HOLY MASS, HOLY TRINITY CHURCH,
1035 ELLIS STREET EAST, WINDSOR, ON.
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CEREMONY COMMEMORATING POLISH ARMY VETERANS OF WWII,

NOVEMBER 21 WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY AT THE MONUMENT OF THE POLISH
THE BOOK “ONE CENTURY OF THE POLISH COMMUNITY IN VEE%S‘?”%WAEF?[\)/ i’:‘,LEY svﬁﬁgggg"%ﬁm’
WINDSOR 1908-2008” WAS INDUCTED INTO A SPECIAL . O
COLLECTION OF BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY OF THE CANADIAN
PARLIAMENT IN OTTAWA. THE MAIN PARTICIPANTS (TOP PHO-

TOGRAPH) WERE FROM THE RIGHT: RT. HON. HERB GRAY,
PIOTR OGRODZINSKI, WILLIAM R. YOUNG AND JERRY BARYCKI.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY (NOVEMBER 11) CELEBRATION AND
THE 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF POLAND REGAINING INDEPENDENCE,
DOM POLSKI HALL, 1275 LANGLOIS AVE., WINDSOR, ON.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY POLISH GALA CONCERT “HOME IS WHERE
THE HEART IS” - AN ARTISTIC INTERPRETATION OF THE HISTORY OF
THE WINDSOR POLONIA, BY: “TATRY”, “PLOMIEN”, THE ST. CECILIA
CHOIR AND “ZRODtO” FROM BRAMPTON, WALKERVILLE HIGH
SCHOOL, 2100 RICHMOND STREET, WINDSOR, ON.
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NOVEMBER 10

PROCLAMATION OF POLISH WEEK 2008 AND 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE POLISH COMMUNITY IN WINDSOR, 1908-2008,
CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS,
3RD FLOOR, 350 CITY HALL SQUARE WEST, WINDSOR, ON.
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“100 YEARS OF THE POLISH COMMUNITY IN WINDSOR?”,
EXHIBITION, CITY HALL, 350 CITY HALL SQUARE WEST, WINDSOR,ON.

NOVEMBER 11

POLISH MOVIE "KATYN”, DIRECTOR ANDRZEJ WAJDA,
FOREST GLADE CINEMA, 9950 TECUMSEH RD. E., WINDSOR, ON.

THE UNTOLD
STORY OF THE
CRIME STALIN

: COULD NOT
DIRECTOR ANDRZEJ WAJDA HIDE

18

POLISH COMMUNITY LUNCHEON WITH PIOTR OGRODZINSKI,
AMBASSADOR OF POLAND, AND ADAM WASILEWSKI,
MAYOR OF LUBLIN, AND HIS DELEGATION,

DOM POLSKI HALL, 1275 LANGLOIS AVE., WINDSOR, ON.
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NOVEMBER 12

EXHIBITION, “HISTORY OF THE WAWEL TREASURES,
1939-1961”, THE LEDDY LIBRARY, UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR,
401 SUNSET AVE., WINDSOR, ON.

PRESENTATION OF A CHEQUE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF
WINDSOR FOR A SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDED BY THE CONSULATE
GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND IN TORONTO.

PRESENTATION OF A CHEQUE TO THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. BY
THE POLONIA CENTRE (WINDSOR) INC.
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“TRANSNATIONAL MIGRATIONS: MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND NOVEMBER 15
IDEAS BETWEEN POLAND AND CANADA”, HOSTED BY THE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, THE HUMANITIES RESEARCH GROUP VISIT TO THE POLISH LANGUAGE SCHOOL: AGATA RAJSKI,
AND WINDSOR INTERNATIONAL IDRET, ANDREW PERNAL, ADAM WASILEWSKI, MAYOR OF LUBLIN,

UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR, 401 SUNSET AVE., WINDSOR, ON. AND HIS DELEGATION, POLISH LANGUAGE SCHOOL,
B T = e ST. ANGELA SCHOOL, 816 ELLIS E., WINDSOR, ON.
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NOVEMBER 14

“SECOND ROUNDTABLE ON THE INTERNATIONALIZATION OF
RESEARCH: A NEW DIRECTION FOR THE WINDSOR-LUBLIN
AGREEMENT”, CHRYSLER HALL TOWER,

ROOM 500, 401 SUNSET AVE., WINDSOR, ON.

RS

MEETING WITH THE MAYOR OF WINDSOR, CITY HALL,
2ND FLOOR, 350 CITY HALL SQUARE, W., WINDSOR, ON.
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UNVEILING OF THE DRINKING WATER FOUNTAIN BY ADAM 14TH ANNUAL POLISH-CANADIAN BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL
WASILEWSKI, MAYOR OF LUBLIN, AND EDDIE FRANCIS, MAYOR OF SOCIETY DINNER, CABOTO HALL, GIOVANNI CABOTO CLUB,
WINDSOR, A FOUNTAIN WITH A BRONZE SCULPTURE OF A GOAT- 2175 PARENT AVE., WINDSOR, ON.

A GIFT TO WINDSOR FROM TWIN CITY, LUBLIN, POLAND.
RIVER FRONT PARK, ODETTE SCULPTURE PARK, WINDSOR, ON.
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